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{oe Harvey Oswald suddenlyiwas'not actiny; on orders of the{mental direction. Foreigners are lelters foom it oy which hor
‘pund himself in truly strange!Kremlin wher. he allegedly fircdinot allowed to join them. There- son dre:ped siv, 4 {i-Boviet nints
snd foreign surroundings. Fromithe shots tha? killed Kennedy. J1‘fore, Oswald either was a mem-iand made meniion of a desire to
the piant metropolis of Moscow,” In' Minsk, Smith says, Sovictiber of a Soviet outfit or, morejreturn home. This represented
he had been hastily removed tomilitary intclligence had a hi:_{likely, a special arrangement!a sudden and uncharacteristic
the small, bleak city of Minsk injob ahead: ‘. .. to obiain everylwas made for him so he could|change of heavt, Smith believes. |
the winter of 1939. particle of informarion fromvipractice shooting.” { — Oswald avparently begzan

Ho had come a long way sincel(Oswald), not merely on elecq Oswald’s interrogationmixing in circles well above thel
{.at day in -Los Angeles (wotronics and call signs (Oswaldidragged on into the spring of|station of an alleged sheet metal
months earligt whon his pass-had been a radin technician) 1960, Smith estimates. When it worker, for he met and began
port appiication to travel abroad but alsn on Marine Covps pro-finally ended, intelligence offi-lcourting Marina  Nikolayevna]-
was approved, ‘cedures . . . “Icials, probably began debating]Prusakova, reportedly the niece

Re pad made hig way o Rius+ “An interrozation jo0 o zev- how best to utilize him. “1of a Soviet intelligénce colonel.
gia -eeking Soviet ciiizensnip in eral months fared Sovie: intelli-] Did Oswald have agent poten-- —In h“el?\mar.y’ lgglr;lbgfi,a }g
a4 w1 ¢ where the political way ol nence, especialiv if Oswald had/tial or was he too unstablo?j‘_‘lmﬁe the :T-ct lﬁanvr:n*ed ’m 1"e-i
lii ~orformed with his own dis-iheen alert and had used his| This was one of the prime ques-) MO:' 0}‘:35‘3 ;‘25 me't\ anzi ceturn
o views. r  Marine Corps tour to nrepare, 1OnS confronting them, Smlth,‘?‘e}: . passp ;

e course oi events sincerhimselfl for (his sort of interro- pelicves. . | —-On Apvil 30, 1961, Oswald
cid's arvival in Moscow  in| gation,” Smith continuns, i While waiting for a decision fo: L6 e attractive 19-year:
wiCetober had undergone al “I¢ s utterly  inconceivableibe made, Oswald apparently: ‘l;‘ "'rka o ’

id change, His hoped-for citi-[that a Savie! intelligence inter- grew impatient, a trait that W 0 f.}']‘,’i: "ai.ter (wo. acls arp en
ip was denied him and he|rogation did not (ake place,” heito take on disastrous propor-; ‘- o "0 e S
moved to an oul-of-the-wayladds, ~ jtions a few short years later,
Plase. . I As for roporis Oswald was giv_ESmith believes.

, CSCVIET AGENTS ien a low-paying (80 1uble or $88! Still hungering for Soviet Citi- t1s | mnles the Russians would
0 'he opinton of Edward El-la month) sbeel metal worker'szenship, Oswald managed (00 ot ok kindly on an /‘\;ﬂer'ican
;_';'1‘1:;2&1 fift Pialt%l{}f}?‘ca fnfr{m{:xj job in Minsk, 1.‘Slni.rl‘1 is skeptical.iwrite a letter to the Marine §_,:g;5c;0;§ supposedly intent on
-0, secunty-inteliigence ollcelTHe believes (he job was snmply%c‘orps asking that he be dis- redefocring with a Russian wife.
Ty the Army, Stale Depart-3 “‘cover’ diuting the interroga- gcnarged as a reg;ervxg;g 50 .hnf “Tre logical inerpretation,”
sont and  Central Inteiligence tion period. - & + could accept Sov1et.c1tlze'nsh1p.l‘ : ; i that :
Lsaency, Oswald was at this junc- RIVLE CLUE (The Marines complied with an[s.mnh continues, *'is that by this
wure in the hands of Soviet mili- © Continuing with his analysis of unsapsfactory_dlschg!rge.) itime a firm de(‘;u'.mn}had be,en
tary intelligence agents. Oswald's reported stay in| LIS almost incredible that theimade as to what (Oswald’s)
¢ 7" Netter passed Soviet censorship,|mission was to be.

Smith, who has Jived in Mos-Minsk, Smith says: = SRS o
cow and was the [irst fulltime = “We are told that while in Smith acknowledges, because it Furthermore, the intelligence
State Department sccurily of-Minsk Oswald joined a rifle club could have damaged Oswald’s|operators had decided o estab-

ficer of the American Embassyand practiced marksmanship. | Agent potential.” :lish ‘control” through a Russian
thore, has traced Oswald's odys. Now, there are no rifle clubs jn | 1here could have been some wife who would leave hostages
sey from the time he obtained a the Soviet Union. Unless one be- jT¢R50N for the letter, but it 1S hehind, who was susceptible to
passport in Los Anceles untivlongs to a hunter's “Sovkhoz' (Smith’s assessment that it 20Lidiscipline and suitable for frain-
ihe day four years Jater ahen'(for professional hunters), a So- |Uhrough cemsorship as the re-;!mgn and who could be wrad as
President John F. Kennedy wazvict citizen is allowed to prac- sult yOf some inexplicableyoswald's assistant--an o
kissassinated in Dalias. ' tice “shooting only - within | thel“snafu.” jler things, for commir:e
1ft‘amework of the All-Union Vol-{l Despite this jolt, Soviet intelli- |l Smith asserts.
tuntary. Society for Cooperationigzence decided to take Oswaldi]l In subscquent Iei S oins
with the Army, Air Torce andjinto the fold, Smith is co n- il mather, Oswald re- _—
cial aid to returin heine, | i
lntter writien abaut Decaiasot,
1951, Oswald announced b 7
his family would recene &
visas in February and be o
_about March, 1962

ipeeiaily significant and ¢ o m-
iptes vy contradictory under So-
tvier v ditions, Smith contends.
2
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Navy—a sort of combination na-| vinced. As cvidence, he cites the
tional guard and reserve train- following events: B
ling program. .
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It is inte.csiinz, Stith be-
lieves, that Oswald knew two
months in advance when the
cxit visas would be granled. He
Istates ‘‘there is no prrcedent
dor the Soviets providinz such
.advance notice.”

ASSIGNMENT
“Indeed, what would be their
purpose?”’ he asks. “if a visa
‘had been promised some time
in December for mid-February,
‘an  assignment was involved

working, This precise predating
would make much sense, haw-
ever, if it was anticipated that

course of instruction preparing
for his return to the 1inited
States as an azent.”

Jof evidence which he beliaves
lends credence to the theory
Oswald was trained as a Soviet
agenl:

In Jamifary, 1962, while stilf
in Minsk, Oswald wrote two
mare letters. One was to Sen,
John Tower s Texas, a’ con-
saivative Republican, besesch-
g help for his return home,

of the Navy John Connzily ask-
in reconsideration of his unsat-
isfactory  discharge from the
Marines.

Says Smith with a touch of
cynicism:

“An Amerjcan defector living
§n Minsk wolld in deadly peril

Conservative 1.8, senator. He

, [would have, heen immediately
peensed of attempted espionage

poainst the Soviet Union,

“Mad these letters not been

‘leared beforehand with - Saviet

wecurity  authorities, he would

iave been promptly arrested!”

Thus, the ground was laid for

Dswald's return home.

(Next: the significance of
his marriage)

which Oswald was to complete -
‘before leaving,” Smith argues.
“No, (the assignment) was

hardly a matter of sheet metal

Oswald would be completing a°

Smith offers one further bit:

and the other was to Secretary -

contact the U.S. Navy and a .




